
   
 

   
 

 January 29, 2026 
 

NOTICE 
 

USCIS New Photo Policy for Employment Authorization Applications 
 

The Office of Foreign Missions (OFM) informs all missions that, effective 
December 12, 2025, the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) has 
changed its photo submission policy for Employment Authorization Document 
(EAD) applications. 

 
As of December 12, 2025, USCIS is requiring an in-person photograph to be 

taken at an Application Support Center (ASC) as part of the EAD application 
process.  Following submission of an application for an EAD in eGov, applicants 
will receive a standardized “ASC Appointment Notice” via postal mail (exemplar 
enclosed) to the mailing address provided on the I-765 with details regarding their 
ASC appointment.  Missions are advised that the “ASC Appointment Notice” is a 
general communication that is sent to all work authorization applicants and is not 
specific to foreign mission member dependents.  As such, select portions of the 
notice are not applicable and may be disregarded.  USCIS will collect a photograph 
for identity verification purposes; however, the collection of additional biometric 
identifiers, including fingerprints, will not be required.  Missions are further 
advised that USCIS or FBI will not be conducting a criminal history check on 
foreign mission member dependents. 

 
At the ASC appointment, applicants must bring: 

• The “ASC Appointment Notice” received via mail  
• A valid, unexpired photo ID (passport, Department of State ID) 

 
If an applicant cannot attend the scheduled ASC appointment, they may 

request to reschedule through USCIS online account or by calling the USCIS 
Contact Center at 800-375-5283. 

 
Please note, applicants should still continue to submit an electronic passport 

photo with their application to OFM. 
 



   
 

   
 

Missions may direct questions concerning Employment Authorization 
Applications to OFM-FMS@state.gov. 
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Exemplar of “ASC Appointment Notice” Received by Mail: 

   
  



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 


